Madduri Annapoornaiah

distributed among the students. Young Annapoornaiah out of
boyish curiosity managed to acquire 5 or 6 medals. With great
affection he presented one of the medals to his dearest friend
Sitaramaraju - But Sitaramaraju threw it away in anger. An-
napoornaiah was astonished at his friend's behaviour. When he
wanted to know why he behaved like that, Raju said "You, mad
fellow!. This medal is a symbol of our slavery. I have no use for
it". Having spoken these words he left the place in a huff.
- Annapoornaiah took some time to recover from the shock.
This incident proved to be an eye opener and turning point in his
life. He began to appreciate Raju's love of freedom and in course
of time he too developed ardent patriotism.
Raju used to tell Annapoornaiah that he had no interest in
English education because he was of the firm opinion that B.A.,
degree was not necessary for the service of the country. How-
ever Annapoornaiah was of the view that he should acquire a
law degree along with the B.A., degree, so that he could settle
in life as a lawyer to be independent in life. He did not like to
accept any government job or employment in a private agency.
He thought, a person could not lead an independent life unless
he had economic independence. Otherwise he would be at the
mercy of the people who would hire him and engage his ser-
vices as they liked. Therefore he preferred the lawyer's profes-
sion which could be an honest source of liveli-hood with enough
freedom to think and do what he wanted.
His friend Sitaramaraju often told him that he would like to be-
come a Sanyasi. To the surprise of every one he suddenly discon-
tinued his studies and disappeared. For a long time his where abouts
were not known to Annapoornaiah.
One evening in summer in 1917 Annapoornaiah was at the
Booking Office of Pithapuram Railway station to buy a ticket
for Kakinada. He heard somebody calling him "Annapoornaiah".
Initially he did not pay any heed to the call as he was under the
impression that it was not for him. When he again heard the call,
he turned his head to find a handsome-looking youngman in the